Dear Sam and Serendipity Joe, 


2/14/90 


Sam's letter of the 10th and Joe's of the 12 both in today's mail, which, again, 
1 got shortly before lunch. So, I've time for what will take less time in ^am's letter 
than what I welcome from you both and will go into later at greater length. But to 
begin with, Y did take the dictating machine in town* to get it flixed and working 
and, as you can see, got a new ribbon. 

On call ing the new Orioles stadium after Bbe Ruth, there's been much discussion 
of names, including that one. There was more discussion with the beginning of work be- 
cause the stadium will be atop where Pere Ruth had a bar. 




There is surprisingly wide opposition to name the sa^dium after Baltimore's greatest 
player. The two reasons advanced most often is that he spent only six months with the old 
^Ogioles and the kind of person he was. Not a good example for today's youth. The two 
most ^popular names are Orioles Stadium and Camden Stadium. It is bejgLng built where the 
B to 0 had a massive yjskrd of tracks. 

*bout which I digress for another story, ^oing back to World War II. hu & 

When I came bqck from Africa in W0II I was entitled to a furlough. I had plans tor 
it. Not just some time off, a vacation. But I was denied it regularly. First I was put 
in a labor batallion, after a few even more insignificant assignments, helping civilians 
process military vehicles, particularly DUEWs, known as jfeucks , " amphibious carriers. 

Then some of us were senj to the '“ewport News Port of Embarcation, from which I'd left 
to go and where I gfewsra- the earth on return, only we (Jfwere not expedsted there. w o com- 
manding officer, no first sergeant. The ranking noncome was a buck sergeant named Clauss, 
maybe with a K. When almost a week went by I wanted to get to see Idl, who wasn't all 
that far away. I went to a number of orderly rooms seeking a pass and was told that no- 
body had authority to issue one. So, come £ riday, I told some of those with whom I'd 
served for a while that I was going to see Lil but would be back w onday morning. And I 
went over the hill. Got a ride quickly, two Navy aviators. As we got to talking one 
of them told me to look inside a blue bqgg in the back seat with me and find some mineo- 
graph papers. And to read them. Well, it turne^ou~ that these two young lieutenants had 
been part of the sicort that had taken our c#voy over, that it had been the biggest convoy 
collected until then, that they had set a record for sinking German subs (while I was 
playing poker, until that profitable enterprise got too unpleasant) , and what I was read- 
ing was the fresid^ntjj^J^iit Citation for their successes. (When we heard the explosions we 
were to/d it was P gfea u tg practise. The two aviators were from a baby flattop, which I pre- 
sume you remember, passenger ships converted into small carriers with a few small planes 
on each.) They took me to ^chmond and I made good time getting to DC. The next morning 
we drove up to see lilAs family, at Hyattstown, where we later farmed. Sunday we went 
back to Washington and that night I got a bus to Newport News. I was walking down a dirt 
road to where we were barracksed when a massive tractor-trailer with no openings except a 
large door came toward me. Booking out was one of my friends. ff[e called to me to get on 
quickly and somehote, with a couple of hands to grab, I made it. My lost detachment was ship- 
ping out. We wound up in Baltimore, added to a MP outfit that guarded the docks. And the 
Camden Yard. The first week, when I wasn > t feeling right for some intangible reason, I was 
assigned to the ^ard, midnight guard detail. Driven there in a track and the man * 
relieved, a r£ankster, threw his rifle to me, perpendicular. Whin Y grabbed it I some- 
how hit the trigger and he'd had the safety off, why I can't imagine, and shot went off. 
Fortunately, il/no the air. There was later, without my presence, a pro forma court 
martial so that, if anyone had been hurt when the bullet returned to earth, I would be 
immune. $0 double jeopardy. So, I remember the Camden *ards. The rest is another story, 
how, in the end, 1 got in OSS, because our nephew, then a boy, now a awtw* grandfather, 
had the mumps, which I got. Could have been ejXirtmartiaitled for that, too, because for 
three straight days, when * knew I was sick, I went onsick call but the first sergeant 
thought I was playing some kind of game because he was giving my furlough to some of his 
pals. Each time I went on sick call I got aspirin and a return to guard duty. Three 
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straight days of it. Late the night before the end of the third day £ could not stand or 
keep my eyes open. But I was to be guarding four ships all loading ammunition. At the 
end of the dock was a small sentry hut and I sat down in At and was soon sound asleep. 
Only to be wakened by that same sergeant. In wartime they can kill you for that. I told 
Sam I was sick, to feel my head, he did, and turned in no report, and although 3$d 
decided not to turn myself in sick the whole outfit was s^nt for shots. There was a 
doctor, if you'll escuse the infipporpirate word, who didn t see how I was swollen while 
he gave me shots in both arms, and as soon as he finished'' I left and took the to 

Washington, where I wound up in Walter kged Hospital, and was in its three parts for 
three or four months. Until we invaded {Stance. I won t take time for it now but I got 
the last doctor whose patient I was, reiWber his nalle, feed Sashay, to send me to the 
personnel office to see if they couldnaot find something useful for me to do, and that 
in the end got me in OSS. 1 

^o, it won t be Babe ituth Stadium. I'm inclined to think they'll use the club name. 

We are agreed on the greed of the owners. They doni/t even know how to be intelli- 
gently selfish, how to make better uses of their greed. There hasn^t been a peep on the 
owners' position from the Oriole^, who as mostly rookies can be hurt more by lack of or 
delay in spring training more than most clubs. Now they can*t even train or practise at 
the present stadium, which has facilities under the stands for pitching, batting and 
weights and other exercises. 

I like jiam's appropriate pun on Secretary Cheney's name, giving him a "Lon" and 
ignoring the "a." Great character actor and the secretary is as evil a villain any 
Lon portrayed. Even if out present society doesn't look at things that way. I f d not 
known of Vficker's column. Quite a few cartoonists have taken that line rather well. 

Bush has learned from pagan's gang, the way to be a sufifiessful and popular presi- 
dent is to abdicate all possible presidential duties and responsibilities. They both have 
ideologues for those functions. Bush was not only promoting war expenditures - they 
can't be considered defense today ‘avoiding being president at the same time. I 

think that because he doesjaf' not have ' u eagan* J s personally following of nuts and extrem- 
ists or the kind of insane popularity Reagan had grid because the changes in the world are 
so clear and the domestic needs so pressing, in the end it will hurt him. And, alas, 
the country with him. 

Sam refers to the fiasco of sending ^uayie to-^outh America and having all those 
countries reject him. How shameful! Not the rejection- the selection and the chdap way 
of trying to make something of that nothing. Sam Is right also on Xsmmuray. I think he 
was a "ew Orleanian and that his company was United x 'ruit. I think he is the one respon- 
sible for the phrase, "banana republic." Donesbury has been having great fun with Quayle 
over tbis, if you see that comic strip. 


Had lunch and have something lass pleasant to address, after which I'll resume. But 
1 don't want to forget, apropos of Sam's belief that racism is not a factor in the 
Buskhacking of Marion Barry! there was a new item on local DC TV I saw lunchtime that 
leads to the belief that there may be some kind of deal afoot among Barry's backers for 
Walter Fauntroy, present Delegate, to run for mayor and for Jeese Jackson to run for 
Delagate. I think both would win easily and that would give Jackson a j&oice, if not a 
vote, in the House of Hepresentatives. ^ g]! a A z/ lS~J ^- 

I've drafted the other thing and after correction will enclose a cop Some of it 
will mean nothing but some might and might amuse. I realize that many of these thi ngs can 
be notes for the book Joe visualizes and we do find worljty of thought. I mean ■ u il also. 

The friend to who I'ySwritten is an ex-^hiladelphian of whom we thought like he was a son 
20+ years ago, to is a psychologist, much honored, deservedly* In Minneaplois, where he 
runs a clinic he started on shoestrings en&me&e famous. He married late in life, had a 
son when tbit was thought impossible, arui the beautiful baby was b^on with serious defects. 

In some 20 years he hasn't turnedhis doctoral thesis in, unless that is what he refers to 
as a book. / 
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I'm going to have to knock off for a while. I've been sitting an^ typing too 
continuously, which is a problem in my writing. But first, so x won t forget, M found 
the article from the*Tiiaes on books that unexpectedly made best sellers that Joe sent 
auite interesting. I Was to all the publishers mentioned in that st^ry, even those that 
are now subsidiaries of larger houses, and all rejected my first book, which did become 
a best seller. At **111 dc Wang x dealt with Hill, who appeared to be tempted. I don't know 
but I thi nk he was afraid. They are now a subsidiary of fhrrar , Strauss & Giroux. In those 
days it was run by B 0 b Wohlforth, who had been secretary of the genate comini tee^f or which 
I worked. Earlier Lil.had been on two committees with him, Wye's ^unitioQs. eo^d Wheeler's 
on railroads. He wasn’t much interested, and I think the same is true of fem 5 /^%'d also 
been in DJ and he'd gone to West Point, about which he wnote a book. Tin /jgjLdiers. If I 
remember correctly, there was a second shot at it, made by one of his people^ and on the 
inside back cover, which Hoe has, I think the first two e^ierpts are .from what he wrote me, 
the guy who made the second effort. Se ( fcn vhi'h 

It has been a long, long road and in notes I've left it well mak^red. 4lso with / 
what letters 1 got from publishers. CUM (L j tfo A Jji. iPr\ 

Resumed 2/l5 On page 1 I refer to what I planned to do with my overseas furlough. It 
was to voluntteer for OSS. Later I found the time and was interviewed by Arthur Goldberg, 
flater Supreme Court Justice, which he should never have quit to be UN ambassador. Before 
'he was appointed to the u ourt he became my customer^) He headed some kind of OSS labor unit, 
which is why I was sent to him, with my background, but he rejected me because my German 
and French were not good enough, and later, when the Military District of Washington 
personnel officer went over my record 1 had almost my choice of assignments in OSS. 

"£c v 

My police company has come and gone and I've a few minutes so a story of which I 
am reminded. It took about three weeks for an investigation of my security was done. There 
was a job waiting for me when If reported to what was called the Presentation firanch- 
almost entirely writers and painters. Eiro Saarinen and some Hollywood writers. 

The job I had got to be known as "the Paris case," after the sergeant, Paris, of a crew 
of I think four enlisted men who had volunteered for an almost certainvfatal parachute 
drop behind enemy lines in Prance. They were all fluent in French. The Congressional 
.Country Club was an OSS holding area and they were there awaiting shipping. Nights they iVu/- 
/iVcj w&kftd down Peachtree Road, which it would b^, worth your life to try and do today with 
all the traffic on it, to Cabin -John, where Dave I’ouhey had a tavern. They'd drink beer, 
socialize and go back to sleep. The MPs watched it and resented the liberties the OSS 
soljxlers had. ±ike not having to be in full uniform all the time. One night one (oflPfoore ) 
of Paris’ men was wearing wliite stockings, the MPs didn't like it, tfrere was a fight in 
which the MPs got much the wr£se of it and charges were filed and the Paris crew was 
convicted and sentenced, under military law. all appeals failed and they were in a military 
jail on long Island. But General "Wild Bill" Donovan, a very conservative man who felt the 
traditional loyalty to those under him, was not satisfied that justice had been done. I 
am reminded of this by mention of Goldberg, who was, certainly, a fine lawyer. OSS had 
many, Hjie the ^onovan whojhandled the f-r ancis G^y Powers (U-2) swap for the Russian spy To/e 
and the swap that brought e*^Bay of Pigs prisoners back from ^uba. 

Six weeks after I went to work, and I dmd not go outside of OSS, those men were free. 
All I had and what lUsed is what the lawyers had and did not use properly. Sort of like 
The Purloined Bette]/, Poe's story. In a way, also like / M ^> a g h _the -^ookingglass, Alice's story. 
The famous lawyers Hissed what they had. C W yl/ 

fears later, when Iwas going from one publishing house to another, I went to David 
McKay, which was owned by a man named Rawson but whose wife ran it. I told the receptionist 
my name and said I'd like to see the managing editor. A voice dang out, "Send him in." I 
was taken to the place, open-typ^ office, with dividers, where a man . intoruduced himself as 
Howard Cady and asked if I were the Weisberg of "the Paris case." la never met him, or 
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even heard his name, but he'd been in OSS headquarters where, it seems, everyone in those 
days was familiar with my name and he rememembered it. x o shorten the story, he wanted 
to publish Whitewash but Firs, Rawson didn't. 

Before I get to more of the FBI's dirty workings in today's mail, there are two 
sad stories in and from the Paris case. The MP lieutenant who framed thej/case against 
the Paris team, a Boston cop named also Donovan, committed suicide, and 'Paris and his 
team were legitimately arrested later, in Cairo* They went to a 01 whorehouse wearing 
their side bosk arm when, in GI language, only short-arms were permitted. 

2/l8- Golly, four days have passed. I've sent a bit of what else took time. so some 
book packaging as the orders seem to hold up, some correspondence about the work and the 
availability of books. If this is a quqaet - > unday I'll get to address more of the questions 
that have to do with writing and publishing an autobiography. I resume foY a while now 
because the Sunday paper is quite late. 

If the book is self -published, that means, to begin with, a reorganization of the 
half of the basement used to store the books, our warehouse. We cannot do it and getting 
others to do it is not impossible by If 1 presents some problems because I can' t stand and 
wou/d have to sit where they'd be working, moving tl£> cartons, to be sure there is no 
mixing up. Once space is made the cartons of the new book would have to be carried down 
the stairs and their stacking supervised. Not really a big deal, but presenting the same 
requirement of supervision and uncoififrotableness that would linger for a while. Then, esp- 
ecially at the beginning, getting the hooks "tajfUp from the basement would be a problem 
because without the present and I assume temporary lifting limit for me of 10 pounds it 
has been awakward and sometimes impossible for me to carry a carton of books ¥p the stairs 
wfcile holding onto the haddrail. 

Lil has kept a mailing list and while a large number of the people on it have been 
quote mobile and some have died, the last time we usefl it we got a rather good 10^ response. 
What I mean byitthis is that if we sent out 5,000 notices we got 500 orders. Idl is asleep 
so x don t know the correct figures. Hov;ever, it is quite a bit of work making 5,000 
insertions and then stamping the envelopes, having first stuck a lebel on the envelope. We 
had help we'd not now have. Not impossible but a real chore. 

Conspiracy! another interruption! 

2/19- After resting a bit following my morning's walking therapy I'm going to get on the 
pfi ont* xlcL see if what I saw advertised in the Wash. Post yesterday is available locally, 
q word processor that iis used on the lap. It may or may no 0 be suitable, but X want to 
find out. I ' v e an inquiry ready to mail to England about one a BBC-TV producer used, when 
he was here. So, you can see that in assessing the negatives, I've notmsaid no. knyas I 
think I've said, I’m beginning tv keep copies of these reminiscences. I've a folder for 
them on my desk. X just don't know but xt is as interesting as xt is flattering. 

I i jlra both the suggested titles. Sam's made me think of still another, Haven 
Maverick or the reversal. On the You and! and the FBI title, a friend whose JFL assassi- 
nation article is in hevlopes ready to mail to you is doing this an a small, impersonal 
ji scale with FBI records relating to Dr. Ming in Memphis and his Poor People's Campaign 
in Washington. I think he's found about 350 cerJLgymen who got themselves in FBI files 
over their support for the effort to direct attention to the needs of poor people, and 
many injure not clergymen. The domestic intelligence was like a massive vacuum sweeper. 

I'll be sending both of you most of yesterday's Outlook section of the Post. The 
articles on the USSR and black soldiers in the Civil War will, I’m sure, interest. 

The local distributor agreed to remove some of those sections from the left-over papers 
and he delivered them tbis morning with today's paper. And I forgot to clip a small story 
last week on the wrecking of the Y es hiva. The case against two of the three was dropped 
because the only evidence came from the confessed ti^xrd and would not have held up in court 
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This is getting to be a book! In the envelope for Sagi is an extra copy of the 
articles dealing with the USSR aud anti-Semitism there 0 I've clipped the article on 
black sbldie^s^n tne Civil War for^a black great-nephew, one of two black relatives. 

Idl's older soil married a white woman who'd been married to a black man T and had a son. 

As Joe may know if Sam doesn t, Sylvia Rosenbaum's t,.nee Balick) da ught e r^was married to 
a black man. She had a child I've never seen. 

So far my telephone inquiries yield only one place locally that sells a word pro- 
cessor, Service Merchandizing. I think it is Wilmington-based and specialized in /Jewelry. 

The local computer pieces, Cjfnd one fax by far the largest in this part of the 
ast coast, doesn't handle word processors. 

You or Sam may know someone who might be interested in the extra copy. 

Joe's idea reminds me that after reading Carl^emstein' s book about the travails 
of his parents, Royalties, I wrote his father, Al, and never got a reply. Vihat I wanted 
to suggest to u arl is a sort of sequel, a study of how much so many of those accused of 
"disloyalty" did for the country, including during World War II and in so many wibilian 
roles. I did not know how to get in touch with u arl. I see he is now a free-floating 
correspondent for TIME, so I suppose he'd not consider it. Maybe the strong opposition 
of his parents to the ^ook^jd^other comment might have discouraged him anyway. 

A disproportionate of the victims of hazi-like accusations were Jews. 
x t 

I was one of ten summarily dismissed by the State department. I rallied the others 
to fight back and got us really fine counsel, whose only stipulation was of two parts: 
that we tell them all that could be alleged against us and that we be completely truthful. 
The t£r£ was then Arnold Fortas and Porter. I'd known Thurman Arnold when he headed DJ 
Anti-Trust. That is where I went with all 1 developed on ftazi cartels, fite was later an 
appeals-court judge. I’d known Paul Porter after he headed the FCC, when he was in private 
practise in Washington. I'd not known Fortas. A Jewish lawyer, iJ ilton Freeman, did most 
of the vork, not counting the effective personal contacts. Of the tern, eight were Jews, 
one was married to a Jew and the tenth was a case of mistaken identity. Those I knew and 
worked with were truly superior people and fkrst-rate experts and public servants. Two 
were anthropologists , proteges of Margaret Head. Four of the ten were from my Division. 

They aimed for an ahti-Peron shicksa but got a man with the same last name by mistake. 

We were the first such big case and we were the first, if not the only one on such a scale, 
to beat the rap. We actually got a public apology. (I'd gotten some kind of award for my 
work from General Donovan but they didn’t return it.)(l wish I'd kept a copy of my work 
on the Paris case. It might have made something that could have interested Joe's son 
Steve who produces TV documentaries, among other things. But I'll be surprised if he can 
see one in anything I could write about myself.) 

Joe, I do, very much, appreciate your idea. I have the questions and doubts I've 
indicated, including whether I could now do a good job of writing it. But I've started to 
keep copies that can be notes if - L do it and will be around if later anyone else gets 
the notion. I've just ngver thought in those terms about myself. Ur I'd have had copious 
notes. But recently I *jar come to realize how much I was involved in and that it is part 
of our history. 

I've mentioned being part of the DJ prosecution of the bloody li arlan anti-union 
murderers. I don't think I told Joe or reminded Sam that when I had to go back to Washington 
and returned to Kentucky on several occasions I did it via Cincinnati, where I'd take the 
Toonerville L & N train that stopped at every privy. I'd then spend the evening and the 
night with Sam at rrebrew Union, as I think he may recall. I went to Washington via HaM 
■k-noxville, which had one plane I could take, at 1:13 a.m. The Washington airport then was 
where the Pentagon now is and those DC2s would sometimes scrape the tops of the trees. On 
the return trip, tho^e l)C2s sometimes ran off the end of the runway at Bristol, Va/Tenn. 

As an old pilot Joe should remember them. One seat e^ch side of the aisle with a web 
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strap holding a quart contained^ cylindrical, like was used for ice cream, for conven- 
ience when passengers expected to puke. Male stewards. My first trip by plane to Knoxville, 
all of a sudden my soup wa 5“ in my hair! % last trip bask, when I was anxious to get going 
for reasons I've indicated 1 n the past, the word I spread before leaving "onion, we 
sat in the plane for two hours until they got$ the carburator working again! 

Mention of Sylvia Rosenbaum above reminds me, alma told me she is and for some 
time has been in the Kutz home. Periodically she is unaware of where she is or why but 
otherwise is in full possession. I don't remember why she is there. 

I've seen the advertised word processor at Service and fear I'd have the s;jne 
trouble I had with the electronic portable. The keys almost touch and how often 1 hit 
the wrong one on this machihe, which has a quarter of an inch of air between them. 

Now you ciin both take a nap! 



yj 



